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VEGF Studies in rats suggest that VEGF-based therapies 
to treat pulmonary hypertension could also 
increase idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF). 
In a rat model of IPF, adenoviral delivery of 
VEGF lowered endothelial apoptosis, increased 
vascularization and improved pulmonary arterial 
pressure but worsened pulmonary fibrosis 
compared with what was seen in controls. 
Next steps include additional animal studies to 
investigate the effects of both VEGF blockade and 
stimulation in the lungs.
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