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Cancer

Cancer IL-15; CD40 Studies in mice suggest that IL-15 in combination 
with an anti-CD40 antibody could help treat 
cancer. In mouse models of colon cancer, 
combination therapy with murine IL-15 and 
an antibody that agonized CD40 significantly 
prolonged survival compared with that seen using 
either agent alone (p<0.001). Next steps include 
Phase I testing of IL-15 monotherapy to treat 
patients with melanoma or renal cell carcinoma 
(RCC) before proceeding to clinical trials of the 
combination therapy. 
Dacetuzumab (SGN-40), a humanized mAb 
against CD40 from Seattle Genetics Inc. and 
Roche’s Genentech Inc. unit, is in Phase II testing 
to treat relapsed or refractory diffuse large B cell 
lymphoma (DLBCL) and is in Phase I testing to 
treat multiple myeloma (MM) and non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma (NHL).
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