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Cancer Protein kinase B 
(PKB; Akt)

In vitro and cell culture studies identified a series 
of pyranonaphthoquinone lactones with Akt-
specific inhibitory activity that could be useful 
for treating cancer. In breast cancer cells, the 
compounds inhibited cell growth with IC50 values 
in the nanomolar to low micromolar range. Wyeth 
did not disclose the status of the compounds, but 
next steps could include further optimization and 
in vivo testing. 
At least four companies have Akt inhibitors in 
Phase II or earlier to treat cancer.
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