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Bone cancer WNT inhibitory 
factor 1 (WIF1)

A study in mice and in cell culture suggests 
that preventing the loss of WIF1 may be useful 
for treating osteosarcoma. In transformed 
osteosarcoma cells, recombinant WIF1 
inhibited growth, whereas growth of primary 
osteoblasts was unaffected. In Wif1−/− mice, the 
incidence of spontaneous and radiation-induced 
osteosarcomas was higher than it was in wild-type 
controls. Next steps include evaluating WIF1 as a 
therapeutic in animal models of cancer.
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