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Infectious disease

Malaria Plasmodium 
falciparum protein 
farnesyl transferase 
(PFT)

An SAR study identified a series of PFT inhibitors 
based on an ethylenediamine scaffold that could 
be useful for treating malaria. In vitro, three of the 
compounds inhibited PFT with nanomolar IC50 
values. Two of the three compounds had >1,000-fold 
selectivity for PFT over human farnesyl transferase. 
Next steps could include testing the inhibitors in 
animal models of malaria.
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