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Cancer

Hepatocellular 
carcinoma (HCC)

Metadherin 
(MTDH; AEG1)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting metadherin 
could be useful for treating HCC. In nude mouse 
xenograft models of HCC, intratumoral injection 
of an adenoviral metadherin small interfering 
RNA inhibited tumor cell growth compared 
with that seen using saline buffer or scrambled 
control siRNA. Microarray analysis of HCC cells 
showed that metadherin modulated the expression 
of genes associated with metastasis, invasion, 
chemoresistance, angiogenesis and senescence. 
Next steps include high throughput screening to 
identify small molecule inhibitors of metadherin.
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