
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2009 Nature Publishing Group� �

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary Licensing status

Publication and contact  
information

Inflammation

Inflammation Cytosolic 
phospholipase 
A2a (PLA2G4A; 
cPLA2a)

A series of hydrophilic PLA2G4A inhibitor 
derivatives may improve treatment of 
inflammatory diseases. A series of previously 
reported indole-derived PLA2G4A inhibitors were 
modified to increase their polarity and showed 
better activity than the parent compounds. In a rat 
carrageenan paw edema model of inflammation, 
several of the modified compounds inhibited paw 
swelling with comparable efficacy to naproxen. 
Next steps could include further animal studies 
to determine efficacy improvements over existing 
inhibitors.
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