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Infectious disease

Leishmaniasis CD40; IL-10; IL-12 In vitro and mouse studies suggest that boosting 
membrane cholesterol concentrations in 
macrophages could help treat Leishmania major 
infection. In mice infected with L. major, the 
cholesterol synthase inhibitor lovastatin promoted 
leishmaniasis, whereas mevalonate, which 
increases membrane cholesterol, had the opposite 
effect. Clinical studies are underway to test the 
therapeutic strategy.
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