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Cancer

Melanoma Activated protein 
C (APC); protein 
C receptor, 
endothelial (EPCR; 
PROCR)

Studies in cell culture and in mice suggest that 
treatment with APC or overexpression of its 
receptor, EPCR, could be useful for lowering 
melanoma metastasis. Pretreatment of endothelial 
monolayers with recombinant human APC 
significantly decreased melanoma cell adhesion 
and transmigration though the monolayer 
compared with what was seen in untreated control 
cells (p<0.01). In mouse models of metastatic 
melanoma, transgenic Epcr-overexpressing mice 
had 50% and 92% less liver and lung metastases, 
respectively, than wild-type mice. Next steps 
include investigating whether treatment with APC 
lowers metastasis of other types of cancer.
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Provisional patent 
application being 
filed for use of 
APC to treat 
cancer metastasis; 
unlicensed
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