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Gastrointestinal disease

Colitis Cadherin 1, type 1, 
E-cadherin (CDH1); 
cadherin 3, type 1, 
P-cadherin (CDH3); 
hepatocyte nuclear 
factor 4a (HNFA); 
laminin b1 (LAMB1)

Genomewide association studies identified loci 
that could help predict susceptibility to ulcerative 
colitis (UC). Genotyping of UC patients and healthy 
controls identified significant associations with UC 
at HNF4A on chromosome 20q13 (p=2.3×10–17), 
LAMB1 on chromosome 7q31 (p=3×10–8) 
and CDH1 and CDH3 on chromosome 16q22 
(p=2.8×10–8). In previous association studies, CDH1 
was linked to colorectal cancer. Next steps could 
include fine mapping and functional studies of the 
loci to confirm the associations.
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