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Cardiovascular disease

Hypertension Phosducin (PDC) In vitro, mouse and human studies suggest that 
increasing PDC levels could help treat stress-
dependent hypertension. In mice, animals with 
Pdc knockout had greater stress-dependent blood 
pressure than wild-type mice. In humans, SNPs at 
the PDC locus were associated with a phenotype 
of stress-dependent high blood pressure. Next 
steps include identifying the molecular target of 
PDC within sympathetic neurons and studying 
the association of PDC SNPs with other diseases, 
including myocardial infarction (MI), arrhythmia, 
heart failure and metabolic syndrome.
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