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Cancer

Cancer Mdm2 p53 binding 
protein homolog 
(MDM2); tumor 
protein p53 (TP53; 
p53)

A study in mice identified an inhibitor of the 
MDM2-p53 interaction that could help treat cancer. 
In a mouse model of human sarcoma, the inhibitor 
alone or in combination with irinotecan blocked 
tumor growth compared with vehicle. In vitro, the 
compound bound MDM2 with a Ki of 0.6 nM. 
Ascenta Therapeutics Inc. is running preclinical 
studies of the compound. 
At least six companies have compounds targeting 
p53 or MDM2 in Phase II or earlier to treat cancer.
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Multiple patent 
applications filed 
covering orally 
active small 
molecule inhibitors 
of the MDM2-
p53 interaction; 
licensed to Ascenta 
Therapeutics

Yu, S. et al. J. Med. Chem.; published 
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Contact: Shaomeng Wang, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 
e-mail:  
shaomeng@umich.edu
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