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Cardiovascular disease

Cardiomyopathy 
associated with 
muscular dystrophy

CUG triplet repeat, 
RNA binding protein 
1 (CUGBP1); protein 
kinase C (PKC)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting PKC could 
help treat cardiomyopathy associated with myotonic 
dystrophy type 1 (DM1). In a mouse model of 
cardiac-specific DM1, a PKC inhibitor decreased 
CUGBP1 levels and cardiac structural defects and 
increased survival compared with saline. Next steps 
could include testing chronic administration of the 
inhibitors. 
At least four companies have PKC inhibitors in 
clinical testing for various indications.
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