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Infectious disease

Fungal infections C-type lectin domain 
family 7 member 
A (CLEC7A; 
DECTIN1)

Genetic studies identified a mutation in DECTIN1 
that could help predict susceptibility to recurrent 
mucocutaneous fungal infections. A mutation 
in DECTIN1 was present in four related women 
with recurrent vulvovaginal candidiasis or 
onychomycosis but not in unaffected individuals. 
In the women, the mutation led to decreased levels 
of DECTIN1—a β-glucan receptor—and defective 
cytokine production. Next steps could include 
confirming the findings in additional individuals.
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