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Disease models

Myocardin (Myocd)-
deficient mice as a model 
for heart failure

Mice with a cardiomyocyte-specific deficiency in myocardin could aid in 
the development of apoptosis-blocking therapies for heart failure. Myocd-
deficient hearts from adult mice were enlarged and had impaired cardiac 
pumping output compared with control hearts expressing functional 
Myocd. The Myocd-deficient hearts showed widespread cardiomyocyte 
apoptosis. Next steps include determining the contribution of apoptosis 
to various types of heart failure.
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