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Assays & screens

Cell-capturing platform 
for detecting tumor cells 
circulating in blood

A cell-capturing platform could be useful for improving the detection of 
circulating tumor cells in patient blood samples. A silicon substrate was 
coated with an antibody that targets an undisclosed cancer cell-surface 
molecule. In whole blood containing human breast cancer cells, the 
technology had a 40% greater capture yield than standard technology. Next 
steps include evaluating the platform for capturing tumor cells in blood 
specimens collected from metastatic prostate cancer patients.
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