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Neurology

Amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS)

Iron Studies in mice suggest that iron chelation 
therapy could be useful for treating ALS. 
Iron accumulation occurs in the CNS in both 
sporadic and familial forms of ALS. In murine 
ALS models, intraperitoneal injection of the 
iron chelator salicylaldehyde isonicotinoyl 
hydrazone extended mean life span by five 
weeks, increased survival of spinal motor 
neurons and improved locomotor function 
compared with what was seen in saline-
treated control mice. Next steps could include 
testing iron chelator therapies to treat ALS in 
humans.
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