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Endocrine disease

Diabetes Hexokinase 1 (HK1) A genome-wide association study suggests that targeting 
HK1 could help treat diabetes. Analysis of 337,343 
SNPs in 14,618 healthy Caucasian women identified an 
association between genetic variation in HK1 and levels 
of glycated hemoglobin (p=6.4×10−9), an established 
indicator of diabetes-related complications. The 
association was validated with an independent sample of 
455 nondiabetic individuals. Further studies are necessary 
to establish whether the HK1 variants correlate only with 
glycation rates or risk of diabetes as well and to determine 
a possible functional link between HK1 and diabetes.
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