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Ophthalmic disease

Myopia BH3-like motif 
containing cell death 
inducer (BLID)

Genomewide association studies identified a SNP near the 
BLID gene that could help predict susceptibility to myopia. 
Analysis of 2,741 Japanese individuals showed that the SNP 
rs577948 was significantly associated with increased risk 
for pathological myopia (p=2.22×10–7). The SNP is located 
downstream of BLID, a gene expressed in the human retina. 
Future studies could include examining the association in 
non-Japanese populations and identifying the functional 
relevance of BLID in myopia.
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