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Infectious disease

Fungal infection CD5 In vitro and mouse studies suggest that soluble 
CD5 could potentially treat fungal sepsis. In 
protein binding assays, the ectodomain of 
the human CD5 lymphocyte surface receptor 
bound to fungal cell wall components, causing 
cell aggregation and facilitating pathogen 
clearance. In a mouse model of fungal-
induced sepsis, intraperitoneal human CD5 
ectodomain pretreatment increased mouse 
survival and lowered serum cytokine levels 
compared with what was seen in mice that 
were not pretreated. Next steps could include 
determining whether CD5 has benefits in the 
adaptive immune response to microbes and 
using the molecule to treat fungal infections 
in vivo.
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