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Pain Cannabinoid CB2 
receptor (CNR2)

SAR and rat studies identified a series of 5-
azaindole compounds as CNR2 agonists that could 
help treat acute and chronic pain. In rats, the most 
optimized compound showed good bioavailability, 
high CNS penetration and efficacy in a model of 
inflammatory pain and a model of chronic joint 
pain. Next steps could include further testing of 
the agonists in animal models of pain.  
At least four companies have CNR2 agonists in 
preclinical testing to treat pain.
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