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Autoimmune disease

Multiple sclerosis 
(MS)

Angiotensin-
converting enzyme 
(ACE); angiotensin 
II type 1 receptor 
(AGTR1)

A study in human tissue and in mice suggests that 
ACE inhibitors could be useful for treating MS. In 
brain biopsies, inflamed tissue from MS patients 
had higher levels of AGTR1 than noninflamed 
tissue from healthy controls. In the experimental 
autoimmune encephalopathy (EAE) model of MS, 
an ACE inhibitor or an AGTR1 antagonist reduced 
inflammation and increased neurological function 
compared with mock treatment. Next steps include 
Phase II trials of ACE inhibitors to prevent MS.
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