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Target/marker/

Indication pathway
Autoimmune disease

Osteoarthritis (OA)

Syndecan-4 (SDC4)

Summary

Studies in cartilage samples and mice suggest that
inhibiting SDC4 could help treat OA. Expression
of SDC4 was higher in cartilage samples from the
joints of OA patients and mouse models of OA
than that in samples from healthy controls. In mice,
Sdc4 knockout animals or those given anti-Sdc4
antibodies had less cartilage degradation than wild-
type mice. Ongoing work is seeking to elucidate
SDC4’s mechanism of action in OA and determine
whether SDC4 inhibition could promote cartilage
regeneration.
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