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Summary

Studies in mice suggest that activin A could be
useful for treating allergen-induced asthma. In

a mouse model of allergic airway inflammation,

a neutralizing antibody against activin A
administered prior to allergen challenge worsened
asthmatic symptoms compared with allergen alone.
Conversely, systemic infusion of recombinant
activin A prior to allergen challenge led to reduced
allergen-induced asthmatic symptoms compared
with control saline infusion. Next steps include
studying the effects of activin A on additional cell
types in animal models of allergy and autoimmune
diseases.
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