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Cancer

Bladder cancer Prostate stem cell 
antigen (PSCA)

A genomewide association study identified a SNP in 
the PSCA gene that could help predict susceptibility 
to urinary bladder cancer. An analysis of 6,667 
patients and 39,590 healthy controls showed that 
the missense variant rs2294008 in PSCA was 
significantly associated with urinary bladder cancer 
(p=2.14×10–10). Next steps include studying the 
functional relevance of the variant. 
CureVac GmbH’s CV9103, a modified single-
stranded mRNA coding for four different antigens 
expressed by prostate cancer cells, including PSCA, 
is in Phase I/II testing for prostate cancer. 
AGS-PSCA, a human mAb against PSCA from 
Astellas Pharma Inc., is in Phase I testing for the 
same indication.
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