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Infectious disease

Influenza virus Influenza A virus 
hemagglutinin 
(HA)

An in vitro study identified saponin-based inhibitors 
of avian H5N1 HA that could be useful for treating 
the infection. In a viral infectivity assay, three of the 
saponin-based compounds inhibited H5N1 HA–
mediated viral entry with IC50 values of 7.22–9.25 
µM. Next steps include testing the compounds on 
other influenza A strains and in animal models.
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Patent application 
filed covering 
compounds 
and anti-H5N1 
activities; 
unavailable for 
licensing
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