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Chemistry

Total synthesis of 
haouamine A for cancer 
treatment

A scalable method for synthesizing haouamine A and its isomers could 
provide sufficient amounts of the compound to treat cancer. The total 
synthesis of haouamine A produced gram quantities of the compound 
with the conformation necessary for its anticancer activity. In vitro, the 
newly-synthesized haouamine A had activity against human prostate 
cancer cells. Ongoing studies at Roche’s Genentech Inc. unit are evaluating 
the compound’s bioactivity in vivo.
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