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Infectious disease

Malaria Plasmodium 
falciparum heat 
shock protein 
101 (Hsp101); 
P. falciparum 
hypothetical 
protein (PF14_
0344; Ptex150); 
P. falciparum 
exported protein 2 
(PKG_123420; 
Exp2); P. falciparum 
hypothetical protein  
(PF11_0067; Ptex88); 
P. falciparum 
mitochondrial 
thioredoxin 
(MAL13P1.225; 
Trx2)

In vitro studies identified a P. falciparum protein 
trafficking complex that could be targeted to help 
treat malaria. A scan of the P. falciparum genome 
identified a protein complex consisting of Hsp101, 
Ptex150, Exp2, Ptex88 and Trx2. The complex is 
specific for the Plasmodium genus and facilitates 
infection by allowing for export of plasmodium 
proteins into host cytosol. Next steps could include 
identifying a way to target the complex to treat 
malaria infection.
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