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Endocrine disease

Diabetes AMP-activated 
protein kinase 
(AMPK)

A sulfonamide prodrug of generic metformin 
could be useful for reducing the daily dosage of the 
drug and decreasing gastrointestinal side effects 
in type 2 diabetes patients. In rats, the prodrug 
showed 64.5% oral bioavailability compared with 
43% for metformin (p=0.001). Ongoing studies are 
evaluating the safety profile and pharmacological 
properties of the new compound.
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Patent application 
(20095208) 
filed in Finland 
covering 
metformin 
prodrugs and 
their use in 
treating type 2 
diabetes; licensed 
to an undisclosed 
partner
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