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Neurology

Alzheimer’s disease 
(AD)

Cystatin C 
(CYSC; CST3)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting CYSC could 
be useful for treating AD. CYSC is an inhibitor of 
cathepsin B, a β-amyloid (Aβ)-degrading protease. 
In mice, genetic knockout of Cysc lowered levels of 
soluble and total Aβ plaque load. Cysc deficiency 
also attenuated Aβ-associated cognitive defects 
and behavioral abnormalities. Researchers did 
not disclose their next steps and said they are in 
discussions with potential partners.
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