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Inflammation

Inflammatory 
disease

Complement 
component 3 
(C3); complement 
component 5 (C5); 
IL-8 (CXCL8) 

Studies in cell culture suggest that the 
Staphylococcal superantigen-like 5 (SSL5) protein 
may be useful in treating disorders characterized 
by excessive recruitment of leukocytes, such as 
inflammatory diseases. In cultured neutrophils, 
SSL5 prevented leukocyte activation induced by 
C3, C5 and CXCL8 in a dose-dependent manner. 
In cellular assays, SSL5-treated cells did not show 
signs of toxicity. Next steps include identifying a 
nonimmunogenic SSL5 analog for use in humans.
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