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Neurology

Parkinson’s disease 
(PD)

Serotonin receptor 
(5-HT1B receptor)

A study in rodents suggests that 5-HT1B receptor 
agonists might be useful for reducing l-DOPA 
side effects in PD patients. Chronic l-DOPA 
administration to mice and rats with lesions 
increased levels of the 5-HT1B receptor and its 
adaptor protein p11 in striatonigral neurons. In 
addition, wild-type mice with lesions treated with 
the 5-HT1B receptor agonist CP9423 showed 
reduced l-DOPA-induced behavioral side effects 
compared with p11 knockout mice with lesions. 
Next steps could include safety and toxicology 
studies of CP9423.
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