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Neurology

Anxiety; neuropathic 
pain

Nociceptin opioid 
receptor

An SAR study characterized a series of 1,2-di- 
hydrospiro(isoquinoline-4(3H),4′-piperidin)-3-
ones as nociceptin opioid receptor agonists that 
could be useful for treating anxiety, neuropathic 
pain and other neurological conditions. One 
compound had nanomolar affinity for the 
nociceptin receptor, with 800-fold higher 
selectivity for that receptor than for the κ- and 
µ−opioid receptors. 

The compounds 
are not patented; 
unavailable for 
licensing
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