
SciBX: Science–Business eXchange� �

the distillery

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary Licensing status

Publication and contact  
information

Neurology

Central neuropathic 
pain; inflammatory 
pain

Prostatic acid 
phosphatase (ACPP; 
PAP)

A mouse study suggests that PAP could help 
treat central neuropathic and inflammatory 
pain. PAP knockout mice were more sensitive to 
chronic inflammatory pain and neuropathic pain 
than wild-type mice. Mice receiving intraspinal 
injections of PAP had longer pain relief than mice 
receiving an equivalent injection of morphine but 
without the sedation or paralysis associated with 
morphine. Ongoing studies are developing PAP 
and PAP mimetics to treat central neuropathic and 
inflammatory pain.
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