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Cancer RAD51 homolog 
(RAD51)

An in vitro screen suggests that RAD51 activators 
could help prevent damage to noncancerous cells 
caused by chemotherapy. In cultured noncancerous 
human fibroblasts treated with cisplatin, the small 
molecule RAD51 activator RS-1 increased cell 
survival in a dose-dependent manner compared 
with what was seen in controls treated with 
cisplatin alone. Next steps include characterizing 
the interaction between RS-1 and RAD51 and 
evaluating the compound with DNA-damaging 
drugs in animal models.
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