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Cardiovascular disease

Atherosclerosis Apelin (APLN) Studies in mice suggest that the apelin peptide 
could be useful for treating atherosclerosis. 
In ApoE-deficient mice, apelin suppressed the 
angiopoietin 2 (Ang2)-mediated induction of 
atherosclerosis and the formation of abdominal 
aortic aneurysms. In a mouse vein graft model, 
apelin inhibited Ang2-mediated increases 
in neointimal formation. Next steps include 
improving the pharmacokinetic properties of the 
peptide.

Apelin peptide 
patented by Takeda 
Pharmaceutical 
Co. Ltd.; Stanford 
University 
plans to patent 
atherosclerosis 
findings, which are 
unlicensed
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