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Endocrine disease

Diabetes T cell receptor 
(TCR)

A mouse study suggests that antagonizing a 
conserved TCR α-chain may be useful for 
preventing type 1 diabetes. A series of backcross 
studies showed that mice with a specific α-chain 
transgene had higher expression of insulin 
autoantibodies than mice lacking the transgene. 
Next steps include characterizing the specific 
α-chain segment associated with insulin 
autoantibody secretion and developing techniques 
to inhibit its function.
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