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Inflammation

Inflammatory disease Phospholipase A2 
(PLA2)

In vitro and animal studies identified two indole 
cytosolic PLA2-α inhibitors (efipladib and WAY-
196025) that could help treat inflammatory disease. 
A series of in vitro assays showed that the two 
PLA2-α inhibitors lowered arachidonic acid (AA) 
release compared with that seen in untreated cells. 
The metabolism of AA produces multiple mediators 
of inflammation. In rat models of inflammation and 
asthma, the two PLA2-α inhibitors reduced disease 
severity better than or equal to the indole inhibitor 
ecopladib. Wyeth did not disclose next steps. 
Wyeth’s efipladib and WAY-196025 are in clinical 
and preclinical testing, respectively. 
The developmental status of ecopladib, which was 
discovered by Wyeth, is undisclosed.
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