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Imaging

Chemically modified 
glycans for in vivo 
imaging

A study in zebrafish embryos shows that in vivo fluorescent imaging of 
glycans could be useful for detecting changes in glycosylation associated 
with cancer and other diseases. Noninvasive imaging of glycans revealed 
variation in cell-surface expression, intracellular trafficking and tissue 
distribution of glycans throughout zebrafish development. Further 
studies are necessary to determine the pharmacokinetics and metabolic 
stability of the imaging probes in mammalian systems before they can be 
used in humans.
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