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Neurology

Pain Fatty acid amide 
hydrolase (FAAH); 
monoacylglycerol 
lipase (MAGL)

A study in mice suggests that inhibiting FAAH and 
MAGL could help treat pain. Mice treated with a 
dual inhibitor of FAAH and MAGL, two enzymes 
that metabolize endocannabinoids, had less pain 
behavior than untreated controls. Next steps 
include developing less potent but more selective 
inhibitors of FAAH and MAGL and testing their 
efficacy as analgesics. 
Evotec AG and Astion Pharma A/S are separately 
developing preclinical FAAH inhibitors to treat 
pain and seborrheic dermatitis, respectively.
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