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Cardiovascular disease

Thrombosis CD36 Studies in human cells and mice suggest that 
antagonizing CD36 on platelets could help prevent 
thrombosis. In mice, CD36 knockout significantly 
increased time to thrombotic occlusion compared 
with that in wild-type controls following iron(III) 
chloride (FeCl3)-induced vascular injury in both 
the mesentery artery (p=0.04) and the mesentery 
vein (p=0.01). Treating platelets with anti-CD36 
antibodies disrupted CD36-dependent platelet 
activation pathways that could lead to thrombotic 
aggregation. Next steps include developing 
inhibitors of the CD36-dependent platelet 
aggregation pathway.
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