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Autoimmune disease

Psoriasis Corneodesmosin 
(CDSN)

A study in mice suggests that targeting CDSN 
could help treat psoriasis. CDSN-deficient 
mice showed aberrant detachment of the upper 
skin layers compared with those of wild-type 
mice, and they died several hours after birth. 
Immunodeficient mice engrafted with CDSN-
deficient skin developed psoriasis-like graft 
phenotypes compared with those of mice 
engrafted with skin from wild-type mice. Next 
steps include performing gain-of-function genetic 
studies with functional analysis to elucidate the 
link between psoriasis and CDSN mutations.
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