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Autoimmune disease

Inflammatory bowel 
disease (IBD)

IL-6 A study in mice suggests that antagonizing IL-6 
could help treat IBD. In a mouse model of CD8+ 
T cell–dependent severe autoimmune colitis, an 
anti-IL-6 receptor antibody lowered weight loss 
(p<0.05) and thickening of the large intestine 
compared with what was seen in untreated 
controls. Further studies are necessary to 
determine the role of IL-6 in human colitis and 
other immune-mediated diseases. 
No fewer than four companies have compounds 
targeting IL-6 to treat autoimmune disease in 
development ranging from clinical to registration. 

Patent application 
filed in the U.S. for 
the colitis model; 
available for 
licensing
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