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Infectious disease

Sepsis CD44 A study in mice suggests that blocking interactions 
between the neutrophil surface receptor CD44 and 
hyaluronan in the liver could help treat hepatic 
inflammation associated with sepsis. Hyaluronan 
bound CD44 receptors on neutrophils and caused 
their recruitment to the liver. In mice, anti-CD44 
antibodies or CD44 knockout lowered the number 
of neutrophils in the liver compared with those in 
the liver of untreated and wild-type control mice. 
Next steps include testing the safety and efficacy of 
anti-CD44 therapy in septic animals. 
Arius Research Inc.’s anti-CD44 antibody, AR001, 
is in preclinical development to treat cancer.
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