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Cancer

Cancer Killin An in vitro study suggests that targeting Killin 
could be part of a strategy to treat some forms 
of cancer. High throughput differential display 
identified killin as a p53 target gene that encodes 
a 20-kDa nuclear protein. Killin bound DNA 
with high affinity and inhibited DNA synthesis 
in cell culture, suggesting it might play a role in 
p53-mediated apoptosis of some cancer cells. Next 
steps include determining whether Killin activity 
is higher in cancer cells than in normal cells and 
exploring whether known tumorigenic mutations 
have a detectable effect on Killin function.    
Cleveland BioLabs Inc., Eleos Inc. and Introgen 
Therapeutics Inc. have compounds targeting p53 
in clinical development to treat cancer. 
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