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Assays & screens

Combined genotype- 
metabolite profile 
analysis for disease 
diagnosis and prognosis

Genome-wide identification of associations between common 
genetic polymorphisms and metabolite profiles could potentially 
be used to predict disease risks or drug responses. In 363 
cellular and body fluid metabolites from 284 genotyped patients, 
differences in four lipid metabolism–related genes, as determined 
by SNP analysis, were reflected in specific metabolite profile 
variations. Further studies are necessary to identify therapeutic 
applications for which genetically determined metabolite profiles 
could function as diagnostic or prognostic tools.
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