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intervals devoted to research in laboratories abroad. 
Even through the War he was in Lw6w- up to 1941, 
when the Germans occupied the town. His last work 
before the War concerned the problem of diffraction 
of electrons with energies between 18,000 and 4,500 
volts. Unfortunately, it was only partially pub
lished, since the apparatus and notes were taken 
away or destroyed by the Nazis. Prof. Loria had to 
hide during the German occupation. In free Poland 
he was a professor in Wroclaw and later in Poznan. 
He died in a London hospital, where he had under
gone an operation. 

During his life Prof. Loria was very much inter
ested in theoretical physics ; he was one of the first 
physicists who studied Einstein's paper of 1905 and, 
some years later, wrote in his vivid style a book on 
relativity theory, the first that appeared on this 
subject in Poland. 

Prof. Loria will be remembered by many Polish 
physicists. Some of them, including the present 
writer, owe to his encouragement and help the 
beginning of their academic careers. 

LEOPOLD INFELD 

Mr. E.W. Swanton, O.B.E. 
MR. ERNEST.WILLIAM SWANTON died at Twicken

ham on October 21 at the age of eighty-eight. After 
spending his early years as a schoolmaster and 
private tutor, Swanton was in 1897 appointed the 
first curator of the Educational Museum at Hasle
mere, which had been established in 1888 by Mr. 
(later Sir) Jonathan Hutchinson, a well-known 
London surgeon. Hutchinson had many novel ideas 
on the value and arrangement of museums for 
educational purposes, particularly in the use of 
living material, the open display of specimens so 
that they could be handled and in making objective 
teaching "within the easy ken of all ordinary minds". 
It was Swanton who was mainly responsible for 
putting Hutchinson's ideas into practice, and so 
successfully did he build up the educational work 
that S. F. Markham, in his "Report on the Public 
Museums of the British Isles", was able to say in 
1938 : "At Haslemere possibly more educational 

work of this kind is done than in any comparable 
museum centre in the country" . 

In 1898, a few months after his appointment as 
curator, Swanton began to give regular series of 
lessons in natural history to children from the local 
elementary schools, illustrat ing his lectures by 
handing around specimens from the Museum col
lections-an early, if not the earliest, use of museums 
by organized parties of school-children in this way, 
and a tradition that has been continued at Haslemere 
to the present time. In 1899, Swanton organized 
another feature originated by the founder, which he 
continued throughout his curatorship : a museum 
examination for individual local children in which, 
after several months preparation in the museum 
galleries in their own time, they were called upon to 
answer an examination paper covering the whole 
scope of natural and human history. This was 
widely hailed as a new contribution to museum 
teaching techniques. 

Swanton had wide antiquarian and natural history 
interests, but he will be remembered chiefly as a field 
mycologist. In 1898 he was a foundation m ember of 
the British Mycological Society and became its 
president in 1916. The Society had many notable 
forays in the Haslemere district with Mr. and Mrs. 
Swanton as genial hosts. In 1909 he published a 
useful popular handbook, " Fungi and how to Know 
Them", which had a second edition in 1922. Among 
his other publications were "A Pocket Guide to the 
British Non-Marine Mollusca" (1906), "British P lant 
Galls" (1912), "A Country Museum" (1947) and, 
jointly with P. Woods, " Bygone Haslemere" (1914). 
In the last year of his life he wrote and had privately 
printed three small books, "A Brief Autobiography", 
"The Yew Trees of England" and "Memories and 
Notes". 

Swanton was elected an associate of the Linnean 
Society in 1920, and in 1936 his work at the Museum 
was recognized by his appointment as M.B.E. ; h e 
was advanced to O.B.E. in 1948, the year when he 
retired. In 1949 h e was granted a Civil List pension. 
His wife, whose help in the work of the Museum he 
frequently acknowledged, died in 1957. 

JOHN CLEGG 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Royal Medals of the Royal Society 

H.M. THE QUEEN has b een graciously pleased to 
approve the recommendations made by the Council 
of the Royal Society for the award of the two Royal 
Medals for 1958 as follows: to Prof. H. S. W. Massey, 
Quain professor of physics at University College in 
the University of London, for his distinguished con
tributions to physics, and particularly for his experi
mental and theoretical studies of collision phenomena 
in gases ; to Prof. A. L. H odgkin, Royal Society 
research profesaor, for his distinguished work on the 
mechanism of excitation and conduction in n erve 
and muscle. 

Directorship of Dunsink Observatory : 
Dr. M. A. Ellison 

DR. MERVYN A. ELLISON, principal scientific 
officer at the Royal Observatory, Blackford Hill, 
Edinburgh, since 1947, has been appointed senior 

professor of astronomy at the Dublin Institute of 
Advanced Studies and director of the Dunsink 
Observatory, situated a few miles from Dublin. Dr. 
Ellison spent his early years in Ireland, first in the 
south where he was born in 1909, and later at Armagh 
Observatory, where his father, Canon W. F. A . 
Ellison, well known for his astronomical optical work, 
was director during 1918- 36. After graduating at 
Trinity College, Dublin, in 1932, he taught for some 
years at Sherborne and successfully pursued h is study 
of solar phen omena in his leisure time, until his 
appointment at Edinburgh enabled him to devote 
himself completely to this work. He has published a 
series of papers on solar flares and their tenestrial 
effects and on stellar scintillation, which have brought 
him international recognition , and is the author of a 
well-known book on "The Sun and Its Influence", 
which has been translated into several languages, 
including Russian. He is popular as a lecturer and 
broadcaster and is president of the Astronomical 
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