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                    Abstract
DEFOLIANTS are commonly used to facilitate the harvesting of cotton1, beans, clover2 and birdsfoot trefoil3 for seeds, or for destroying the haulms of potatoes4 to inhibit the spread of virus from infected leaves into the tubers. We thought it worth while to examine whether defoliants could be used for drying buckwheat (Fagopyrum sagittatum Gilib.), cultivated as medicinal plants, directly in the field, so as to avoid the tedious operations in connexion with artificial drying of the harvested material. As we expected that the rutin content might be influenced by defoliants, we have determined the rutin content of treated plants as compared with the control plants, cut and afterwards dried.
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