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                    Abstract
Nutrition of the arbuscular mycorrhiza (AM) is addressed from a fungal point of view. Intraradical and extraradical structures proposed as preferential sites for nutrient acquisition in arbuscular mycorrhizal (AM) fungi are considered, and their main features compared. This comparison includes the formation and function of branched structures (either intra- or extraradical) as putative nutrient uptake sites with unique morphological and physiological features in the AM fungal colony. The morphology and functioning of these structures are further affected by intra- or extraradical environmental factors. A model is presented which portrays the intrinsic developmental and physiological duality of the AM fungus.
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