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Obituary

Vassil T. Vuchev (1935–2001)

Vassil T. Vuchev, one of the leading Eastern European geomathematicians, died un-
expectedly after a brief battle with cancer on 2 November 2001 in Sofia,
Bulgaria. He was one of the staunch supporters of the International Association
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of Mathematical Geology (IAMG) and was an avid promoter of mathematical
geology in Eastern Europe. Vassil served as Eastern Treasurer of IAMG from
1980 to 1984, an Assistant Editor for Computers & Geosciences for 5 years, and
an Editorial Correspondent for Mathematical Geology for 10 years.

He was born in the Village of Glojene, Lovech District, in northern Bulgaria
on 23 August 1935 and worked most of his professional career with the Geological
Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in Sofia.

Vassil received a masters degree in petroleum geology from Leningrad
(St. Petersburg) Mining Institute (USSR) in 1958 under the tutelage of Nikolai
Vassoevich, one of the early advocates of quantitative methods in geology; a PhD
from the Geological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Science in 1971; a
bachelors degree in mathematics from Sofia University (Bulgaria) in 1975; and a
DSc from the Geological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Science in 1986.

He had a broad range of geological interests including petroleum geology,
sedimentology, and structural geology and used a quantitative approach wher-
ever possible. His special interests in mathematical geology included statistics,
pattern recognition, numerical classification, stochastic simulation, and rock me-
chanics analysis. He published about 150 papers in various local and international
journals.

From July 1958 to December of 1959 he was a research geologist for the
All Union Petroleum Institute in Leningrad. He was a prospecting geologist for
the Bulgarian Geological Survey from January 1960 to January 1961 when he
joined the Academy as a research associate. In recognition of his contributions, he
was promoted to the highest rank of Senior Research Scientist in 1974. In 1975,
he was made an Associate Professor of Mathematical Geology at Sofia University
where he taught mathematical geology and supervised student projects.

He was a Visiting Exchange Scientist in 1971 with the U.S. Academy of
Sciences to the Space Sciences Laboratory at the University of California,
Berkeley, and at the Department of Geology at Syracuse University in Syracuse,
New York. He was the Visiting Research Scientist at the Kansas Geological Survey
in 1980–82. While at Kansas he arranged for a generous bequest from the Bulgarian
government of a large library of Bulgarian-language books to the Department of
Slavic Languages. In 1981 he took part in Leg 79 on the Glomar Challenger from
the Canary Islands to Brest, France.

In addition to being a member of the IAMG, Vassil was a member of the
Bulgarian Geological Society, American Association of Petroleum Geologists,
SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology), and the American Statistical Associ-
ation. He was instrumental in forming a regional group of the IAMG in Bulgaria
in 1983 that was affiliated with the Bulgarian National Committee on Geology
and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. He also served on the Editorial Boards
of Petroleum and Coal Geology, Sedimentology, and Geologica Balcanica. Vassil
was involved with the International Geological Correlation Program (IGCP) of the
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International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) with Project 98 (Standards for
Computer Applications in Resource Studies) and served as the chairman of the
Bulgarian National Committee.

Vassil was a cosmopolitan and enjoyed traveling. In addition to his studies in
the USSR and his tours of the United States, including Hawaii, he was able to visit
most of Europe, Canada, Mexico, and the Canary Islands. His desire to tour and
see more of the world’s geology was hampered by lack of money and difficulties in
obtaining permission to travel. His creed was “The geologist’s profession requires
being constantly in touch with nature, going on expeditions and trips and seeing
different countries and peoples” and he lived that creed. He was fluent in several
languages including English, Russian, and French. Vassil was an accomplished
accordion player and liked to entertain whenever asked.

On a personal note, we remember Vassil not only as a serious researcher, but
also as a sociable and humorous person. He always enjoyed a good relaxing time
of music, food and drink, and comradery.

He is survived by his geologist wife, Anna N. Vucheva, and two grown sons,
Andrei and Vladimir.
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